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plish his purpose he adopted two main expedients:
first, by means of forfeitures and marriages he
absorbed the duchies into the royal family; secondly,
he made a close alliance with the Church, employing
bishops extensively as civil administrators. This
alliance with the Church took him much further
than he had intended. It took him to Italy, where
the Papacy was in urgent need of reformation.
Three journeys to Rome he made, on the second of
which he was crowned 'Holy Roman Emperor* by
the Pope (A.D. 962).

Thus once again, as under Charlemagne, did the
German king secure claims over the land of the
Caesars and begin to divert his energies from the
government of his own country to the conquest of
another. This diversion ultimately proved to be the
ruin of both Germany and Italy. Otto n (A.D.
973-983), who married a Byzantine princess, became
wholly engrossed in efforts to secure her South
Italian marriage-portion. He perished in a Calabrian
ambush at the age of twenty-eight. His infant suc-
cessor, Otto HI (A.D. 983-1002)5 when he grew up,
utterly neglected Germany; took up his abode in
Rome; died in Sicily. The German crown then
passed to a distant cousin, Henry of Bavaria, who
tried to restore the kingship (A.D. 1002-24). But it
was too late. The tribal magnates had become
virtually independent potentates.
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